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Teddy is three years old   
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Education update 
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    Freemasonry in the cinema 

Make YOUR daily advancement in Masonry 
The Tyler.  The proper spelling of the word is ‘tiler’.  It comes from the Latin ‘tegere’ (from which came “thatch”) which meant 
cover, roof; tegulae were the tiles, pieces, slabs, used for roof-coverings. A tiler, therefore, is one who makes, or fastens on, tiles. 
Since in Operative Masonry the tiler was the workman who closed the building in, and hid its interior from outside view, the guard-
ian of the entrance to the Lodge was figuratively called by this name. Although situated outside the door of the Lodge, the Tyler 
has important duties to perform; he has to prepare the Lodge for a meeting by ensuring all the furniture and regalia are in place; 
he also has to ensure that none shall pass who are not entitled.  In the early days of Freemasonry he would also trace out the 
Masonic symbols on the floor with chalk so that the Master could instruct the brethren in the Craft.  Additionally he had to deliver 
the summonses by hand to the members of the Lodge.  However, his most important duty was, being armed with a drawn sword, 
to escort the Master home at the end of a meeting to protect him from ruffians! 

Please send your articles and pictures (small jpeg please) of charity events 
or special occasions for inclusion in the Wire  to the Editor:  

W.Bro John Finney:   deo@cyprus-freemasons.org.cy 
            25 717045      99 878514 



District Grand Master’s Address 
given at the Annual Communication held on 16th May 2009  

 
Distinguished Visitors and Brethren, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 29th Annual 
Communication of the District Grand Lodge of Cyprus.  In particular, the Visitors, I am once again confident 
that they will enjoy the warmth of Cypriot hospitality. This year has been an eventful one for the District.  We 
have implemented the Mentor scheme, the Education scheme and the moving of the District office. Also the 
presentation of £10,000 to the Samaritan Fund. 

The Mentor scheme is to ensure that newer Masons 
fully understand the principals of the organisation 
that they have joined. That they are not just 
accepted into a Lodge and then left to find out for 
themselves. There is nothing worse than accepting 
a candidate into a Lodge and finding that he feels 
left out when he has to retire from the Lodge during 
a higher degree. The Mentor office is most important 
for the future of Masonry. 

W Bro John Finney and his team have started a 
very good education programme and I am pleased 
to hear that all Lodges have appointed an education 
officer. The initial reports that I have received 
convince me that this is the correct approach. The 
hard work producing the information for the Brethren 
is being rewarded by the support and interest of the 
Brethren. I am also please to say that one of the 
Provinces in England has expressed an interest in 
the booklets produced.  I strongly urge any Brother 
who feels that he can contribute to this programme 
in any way, to contact W Bro John or any member of 
his team  Likewise the new newsletter, the ‘District 
Wire’ has caused some very favourable comment 
and again is a means of communication and news 
about the District.  

At the end of the year the District purchased an 
apartment in Limassol to convert to the District 
Office. This is now complete and I would like to 
thank all those that have assisted in this move, 
particularly W Bro Bob Wilding for decorating all the 
rooms, assisted by W Bro Trevor Lace. 

One of my greatest pleasures this year was the 
presentation of £10,000  to the President of the 
Masonic Samaritan Fund. As you are aware 
Brethren we, as a District, are not compelled to 
donate to Masonic Charities, like our Brethren in the 
U K, but we do, of course, receive benefits from 
these institutions. The reception I received in 
London made me feel very proud of the Lodges in 
the District. It showed that we do appreciate the 
assistance we receive from them.  

The Teddy Loving Care scheme has expanded out 
from Paphos to other areas and I believe is now in 
all of the major Hospitals.  This continues to grow. 
Our thanks go to W Bro Maurice Stephenson for his 
hard work and also to those that have supported 
him. 

Once again we were honoured by having a Band of 
the Royal Air Force give a concert in Paphos to 
assist our Charities, and we are very grateful.  My 
thanks to W Bro Trevor Lace and their team for all 
their very hard work. Remember Brethren that this 
event is the biggest fund raiser for Charity in the 
District and without it we could not support the local 
Charities as we do. Please give this event all the 
support you can. The Concert this year is on 20th 
June, again in the Paphos Harbour area. 

The reports contained within the Communication 
Brochure adequately reflect the health of the District 
and I thank W Bro Colin Cheshire, Past President of 
the Board of General Purposes and W Bro Merv 
Matthews for taking the Office when Colin returned 
to the U K.  I also thank W Bro Trevor Lace for his 
report as President of the District Board of 
Benevolence.  W Bro Trevor has taken to the job 
very well.  He has very good relations with the 
Charities in London and they answer any request for 
assistance very quickly.  This is an office that a very 
few Brethren are aware of and the work that it 
entails. I urge you Brethren if you feel that 
assistance is needed speak to W Bro Trevor, 
confidentially, BEFORE you take any action that 
involves financial commitment.  The Charities will 
not assist if you make any commitment before 
approval is received. 

In September I attended Grand Lodge with M W Bro 
N Vourgides, the Grand Master of Greece together 
with his Deputy R W Bro George Vassilogeorges, 
we received a very warm reception from those 
present. 

Once again I have been very well served by those 
acting Officers appointed for the year. My thanks to 
my Deputy, W Bro Eric Williams and my Assistant, 
W Bro Leandros Zachariades for their support and I 
take this opportunity to thank all of the District 
Officers for the manner in which they have 
supported both myself and the District of Cyprus 
during the past twelve months.  Finally I would like 
to thank the members of Apollo Lodge for the loan 
of the Lodge and Chapter furniture and to those that 
arranged the transportation and setting of the Lodge 
room, especially W Bro Bob Humphries.  

Thank you very much  


